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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at .30
Pp.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PROTITEERING
PREVENTION.

Action by Commonwealth and States.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: Regarding the statement by the
Chief Secretary on Wednesday, the 27th
September, during the debate on the motion
to suspend Standing Orders in connection
with the Profiteering Prevention Bill, that
the first question diseunssed at the meeting
of Premiers presided over by the Prime
Minister, was profiteering: 1, Were the
Premiers present at the Conference aware
of the faet that the Federal Government
would introduce, as that Government has
now introdueed, regulation and control of
eommodities? 2, What was the exact scope
of the legislation which it was suggested
the Governments of the various States should
enact? 3, Was it understood that the Com-
monwealth and the States or any of them
should each introduce legislation fixing or
controlling prices? 4, Was it agreed that
certain commodities should not come under
the control of the Federal authorities?® 5, If
so, what were such commodities?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, The resolution passed by the Con-
ference is as follows:—‘‘That the States
at present without anthority to control
prices or rents should pass any legislation
they consider necessary to enable them to
do so.’’ 3, Yes. 4, No commodities were
specified but there was a general under-
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standing that the States should control any
commodities they thought fit in which the
Commonwealth Government did not inter-
vene. 3, Answered by No. 4.

QUESTION—CORNSACKS.
Importation and Sale,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Is the Government aware that
there is a serious shortage of cornsaeks for
use in this year’s harvest? 2, That it is
frecly stated that merchants are not in-
¢lined to purchase their requirements un-
less for resale at prohibitive prices? 3, Will
the Govermment through the Industries
Assistanee Aet or by some other method
purchase a reasonable number of cornsacks
to enable wheatgrowers to market their
grain instead of being forced to place it in
heaps on their property?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, The Gtovernment has no sach know-
ledge. 3, In view of the statement of the
Minister for Customs, Senator MeLeay, as
published in the ‘*West Auwustralian’’ on
the 2nd instant, that ne delay in delivery
of cornsacks was expected, there should be
no necessity for the Government to pur-
chase, as supplies should be availahle
through ordinary trade channels. 8o far
as Agricultural Bank clients are concerned
supply through the merchants has been ar-
ranged.

MOTION—WOREKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT.

To Disallow Regulation,

Debate resamed from the 28th September
on the following motion by Hon. C. F. Bax-
ter (Hast) :—

That Regulation 19 made under the Work-
ers’ Compensation Act, 1912-1938, as pub-
lished in the ‘‘Government Gazette'® on the
12th May, 1939, and laid on the Table of the

House on the 8th August, 1939, be and is
hercby disallowed.

HON, C. F. BAXTER {East—in reply)
[4.367: For a period of years the major
portion of the labours of this Chamber has
been the dealing with industrial measures
and industrial regulations. In fact, they
seem to supersede all other matters con-
sidered by Parliament. The present regu-
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lations arc an exception to some that have
been tabled in the past, becausze these are all
one-sided and impose a heavy burden on
those engaged in industry.  Section 6 of the
Workers’ Compensation Act imposes a
liahility on the employer as follows:—

If in any employment personal injury hy
aceident arising out of or in the course of the
employment, or whilst the worker is aeting
under the employer’s instruetioms, is caused
to a worker . . ..

Paragraph 4 of the First Schedule to the
Act provides that where & worker has given
notice of an accident he shall, if required
by the emplover, submit himsclf for exam-
ination by a duly qualified medieal practi-
tioner, provided and paid for by the em-
ployer, and, if he refuses to submit himself
for examination, or in any way obstruets the
same, his right to compensation or to take
proceedings under the Aet is suspended
until such examinsation has taken place and
chall absolutely cease unless he snbmits
himself for examination within one month
after being reqnired so to do. Aceord-
ing to the Chief Seecretery Paragraph
(n} of regmlation 19 will “prevent the
simmary termination of soeh payments
by employers and insurance companies.”
This ean be accepted in prineiple, but it is
quite unnecessary because neither the em-
ployer nor the insurance company has the
right to stop payment of compensation dur-
ing such time as the worker furnishes a
medieal certifieate as to his incapacity. If
the employer or the insurance company is
doubtful as to the genunineness of the in
capacity, as stated, Paragraph 4 of the
First Schedule enables the worker to be
examined by the employver's medieal prae-
titioner. The Chief Secretary also stated
“If the worker refused or neglected to do
50, there would be ahsoluiely no liability
upen the employer if he decided not to pav
compensation.,” This js not correet because
it would have to he proved, aecording lo
Paragraph 4, that the worker “refuses to
submit himself to such examination or
in any way obstruets the same.” Para-
graph 4 also states that compensation
“shall absolutely eease unless he sob-
mits himself for examination within one
month after heing required to do so”
Therefore, unless a straight-out refusal hy
the worker is given to the request of the
employer for an examination, it would be
cxtremely diffienlt to prove that the worker
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was in any way obstructing the examina-
tion. In other words, the practical effect of
Paragraph 4 of the First Schedule is that
unless the worker gives a straight-out re-
fusal to go to the employer’s doctor, no
compensation c¢an be suspended until one
month elapses. Members will note that the
“twanty-four hours'” provided for in Para-
graph 2 of Regulation 19 will create a for-
ther difficulty for the employer or the in-
surance company. Poragraph 12 of the
First Schedule to the Ae¢t has the same
cifeet as Paragraph 4 but applies to period-
ical examinations.

This infliction, in itself, should be wuifi-
cient to warrant the disallowanee of Regu-
lation 19, but Paragraph (h), apart from be-
ing unnecessary in view of Paragraph (2),
raust be rejecied because of the words “as
estimated” in line 5. To explain the effect
of these words, let us assume that the
worker's doecfor has given a certificate that
the worker has been injured, the duration
of the incapacity heing estimated at 12
weeks. The cmployer or the insurance con:
pany would, under paragraph (b}, be bound
to pay weekly payments for the period es
timated, namely 12 weeks, unless the worker
was examined by the employer’s doctor.
Surely there ean be no objection to the
worker’s supplying progress reports from
his own doctor, particularly in view of the
faet that the employer pays for that doe-
tor’s attention and certifieates! From the
worker’s point of view it seems ridieulous
that he should he asked to go to the em-
ployer's doctor when in fact he is already
attending his own doetor who knows the
case, and when the employer has no reason
to doubt the worker's doctor, but merely
requires a review of that doetor's original
estimate of incapaeity. Thus members will
realise that the provision of twenty-four
hours in Paragraph (a) of Regulation 19
is anreasonable and unwarranted, and that
the words “as estimated” in Paragraph (b)
infliet hardship and create an extraordin-
ary departure for which there is no justifi-
cation. The THouse should agree to the
motion and reject the regulation; otherwise
industry will he further harassed by un-
necesgary restrictions.

Question put and a division taken with
the following resunlt:—

Ayes .. . . .. 18
Noes . G

Majority for 12
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AVES.
Hon. E, H, Angelo Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hoo. J. Nicholson
Hon. J. Cocnelt Hon, H. 8, W. Parker
Hon. J. A, Dimmitt Horn. H. V. Plesse
Hon. J. T. Franklin Hon. H. Seddon
Hon, V. Hamersley Hen. A. Thomsen
Hon. J..J. Hotmes Hon. H. Tuckey
Homn. J. M. Maclarlane Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon, W_ J. Mano Hon, G, H. Wittenaom
Telier.
Noes, ( )
Hoo. J. M. Drew Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon E. H. Gray Hon, T, Moore
Hon. E, H. H. Hall Hon. G. Froger

) {Teller.)
Question thus passed,

BILL—INCREASE OF RENT
(WAR RESTRICTIONS).

Rececived from the Assembly and read a
first time,

PAPERS—LOTTERIES COMMISSION.
Perth Hospital, Interest and Sinking Fund.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-Fast)
[4.50]: T move—

That all papers containing the conditions

of agreement made between the Lotteries
Commission and the Govermment whereby
the Commission has agreed to pay interest
and sinking fund on the sum of £445,000,
being the cstimated cost of the Perth Hos-
pital, be laid on the Table of the House.
I offer no apology for moving this motion.
Hon. members will recollect a statement
appearing in the “West Australian” where-
by the Premier notified that arising oat of
discussions as to the finances of the Perth
Hospital the Lotteries Commission had
agreed, on certain conditions, to provide
interest and sinking fund on the cost of the
first section of the new hospital building,
such cost being estimated at £445,000, 1
voice my strong protest against the Govern-
ment’s aetion in submitting, through the
Chief Secretary, its reply of the 27th Sep-
tember in this conneetion, Members of this
Chamber, who represent the electors of the
State, are entitled o ask the Government
any question dealing with any department
or with any expenditure of any money and
to receive a courteous reply-

The Chief Seecretary: In what way was
the reply not courteons?

Hon. A. THOMSON: If that reply is in
the Minister’'s opinion courteous, then I
differ very mueh from him. The reply is an
insult to the intellizence of this House. The
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guestions I asked, and the replics given by
the Chietf Seeretary, read as follows:—

1, Ta the report appearing in the “West
Australtan,’? dated the 26th September, cor-
rect, wherein the Premier states that a cheque
for £20,000 has been paid by the Lotteries
C'ommisgion as a first instalment toward the
crection of the new Perth Hospital? 2, What
are the ‘‘certain conditions’’ entered upon
between the Commission and the Government
whereby the Lotteries Commission has agreed
to pay interest and sinking fuml upon
£4435,000, being the cstimated cost of the first
section of the Perth Hespital? 3, Will the
same '‘certain conditions’ apply to all hos-
pitals crected or proposed to be erected in
areas outside the metropolitan areal 4, By
what scetion of the Lotteries Act do the Com-
missioners pledge the futurc policy and finan-
¢ial operations of the Commission?

The Chicf Secretary replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Trovention of illegal lotteries within the
State and alteration of svstem of condueting
lotteries, so as to cnable the Commission to
agsist the Perth Hospital withont impairing
the nssistance being given to country hos-
pitals, 32, The Commission assists all country
hospitals to the utmost extent that its
finances will permit. 4, Section 2,

If those are courteous replies, and such
s seck to supply the House with informa-
tion it has a right to demand, I bave much
to learn. I regard the replies as insulting,
and refuse to submit to them. We arc here
as custodians of the publie purse. If the
Government has nothing to be ashamed of
in the matter, if everyihing is fair, square
and ahove-board in vegard to the agreement
with the Lotteries Commission, why are
such answers given? Why could not
straight-forward replies be given to straight-
forward questions?  Possibly some elever
departmental officer was asked fo prepare
tho replies. If that is the case, it is time
the officer in question was informed that he
must not make sueh insulting replies to
reasonahle questions asked hy members of
Parliament.

The insulting nature of the replies justi-
fies me in raising my voice in protest. T
hope the House will carry the motion I have
submitted. Plainly it is most cssentia! that
this Chamher should retain eentrol of th:
Lotteries Commission, and that the Aet
under which that body funetions should
come up for consideration annually. T ask.
what section of the Aet anthorises the Com-
mission to provide an annual sum of £20,000
by way of interest and sinking fund? I
assume that sueh annuatl payment is to be
made by the Lotteries Commission under
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specified conditions. Under its Act that
body has a life of only one year. The House
ean terminate its existence at the end of any
period of 12 months. Yet the Lotteries
Commission has entered into an agreement
to provide an annual sum of £20,000 for
interest and sinking fund indefinitely. For
last wvear the Commission’s income was
£78,000. On the other hand, the yield of
the hospital tax was £264,000. While on
this subject let me express my wonder why,
in effect, there is a certain law for the
metropolitan area and a different law for
the country distriets. The Province I have
the honour to represent has no fewer than
15 hospitals, and every taxpayer in that
Provinee has had to contribute his guota
towards the capital cost of the hospital pro-
vided in his distriet. Not one of those hos-
pitals has been placed in the happy posi-
tion of the Perth Hospital, having the whole
of the cost of its building provided by the
Government, with the Lotteries Commission
undertaking payment of interest and sink-
ing fund.

Hon. J, J. Holmes: It eannot be done.

Hon. A. THOMSON: It is being done.
My point is that if sueh terms can be
extended to the metropolitan area, they
shounld also be extended to couniry distriets.
I wish it distinetly to be understood that
I am in no way averse from Perth having
the most up-to-date hospital and the most
modern appliances available. I do, however,
ohject strongly to the principle upon which
the Government insists, that of providing
the most modern hospital and most up-to-
date appliances for city-dwellers and exempt-
ing them from payving anything at all to-
wards the cost of the building. If that
principle is to be applied o all country
hospitals as well, I withdraw my objection.
I acknowledge that country hospital: have
much for which to thank the Lotteries Com-
mission. That body bas shown itself most
sympathetie in rendering assistanee to
country hospitals, bnt it has never given
more than a third of the cost of construction
of any such hosgpital. Country people as a
rule are told that the Health Department
will provide so much towards the cost of a
proposed hospital, and the Lotteries Com-
misston 50 much, the balance to be provided
by local residents; roughly, a third <ach.
Then we have to pay our 114d. hospital tax,
and so we pzy both ways. We are expected
to contribute, and rightly so, by way of
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taxation to the extent as I have said of
1%d. in the pound. May I say in reply to
an jinterjection by the Honorary Minister
that the Perth Hospital would also be re-
garded as a country hospital, that statisties
supplied to me in this House clearly prove
that in four country towns that T selected
a considerably greater percentage of resi-
dents outside the particular areas of those
towns, use those hospitals more than do the
people living outside the ity of Porth
avail themselves of medical attention at the
Perth Hospital. It is time the Goverminent
considered the advisability of paying wore
attention to country  hospitals than they
actually do. I strongly object to those who
live in the metropolitan area being exempted
from paying. In the distriet in which T live
the people have to find their quota, approxi-
mately £400 per annum. They are taxed to
the extent of 134d. to meet their portion
of the expenditure towards erecting Gov-
ernment hospitals and, in addition. are
rated by the local authorities for the same
purpose. The people are rated under the
Road Districts Act in exaectly the same ratio
as are the people in the metropolitan avea,
and while that is so they bhave not the
facilitics that are available to the people in
the metropolitan aren, facilities snch as
water supply, sewerage, etc.

The Honorary Minister: Rates are higher
in the metropolifan ares.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Honorary
Minister’s interjection has no force. T do
not know that because I own a motor car
I ean run il more cheaply in the eountry
than I ean in the eity. I pay the same tax
but a good deal more for petrol. We who
live in the countrv are under greater ex-
pense beeause of the living conditions. To
use a vulgarism, the (Government is greas-
ing the fatted pig. It amounts to this, that
to him that hath shall be given and from him
that hath not shall be taken away even
that which he hath. T have just heen handed
by Mr. Mann a note that the Government
proposes to close the Cue and Greenbushes
hospitals even though the local residents
in both instances have contributed towards
their establishment. That illustrates what T
have just said. T strongly object to
the attitude adopted by the Minister,
though I know he is not responsible for the
replies that were given to my questions.
Those replies, I assume, were prepared by
a departmental officer. Whoever did pre-
pare the replies should be warned that thig
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House will not submit to evasive and in-
sulling replies of that type. I asked a
simple question and I was entitled to the
information I sought. The Chief Secretary,
when speaking to the motion, may be able
to show members how the Lotteries Com-
mission is empowered to pay interest and
sinking fund on the cost of building the
first portion of the Perth Hospital. When
we go inte the whole matter, it seems to
me that the action of the Government is
not just and equitable, I have raised this
question before, and I do not expeet to be
able any time to amend or alter the
policy of the Govermment, but I do intend
to see that T get a civil answer to a rea-
sonable question, a question that seeks in-
formation. T have no desire to labour the
subjeet any further but will ask the House
to support the motion,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hor. W.
H. Kitson—West) [5.7]: In submitting the
motion the hon. member used very strong
language for which there was no justifiea-
tion. The replies given to the questions
asked by the hon. member a day or two
ago contained the whole of the facts of the
case; consequently, there could be nothing
evasive and certainly nothing insuliing in
the information that was conveyed to him.
The Government has no objection to lay-
ing on the Table any papers confaining
the terms of any agreement made between
the Lotteries Commission and the Govern-
ment, but in this ease, nnfortunately for the
hon. member, there are no papers at all
Thus, the reply that was given to his ques-
tion was in accordance with fact. Surely
the hon. member does not require anything
more than that. I neced only take the hon.
member’s mind back to Jast session, when
the Lotteries Control Aet was amended. I
remind him also that I told the House that
the Commission had advised the Govern-
ment that the amendments would mean the
saving of a considerable sum of money, and
that that money would be available for
charities and particularly, in the opinion of
the Commission, for rendering assistance
to the Government in connection with the
financing of the new Perth Hospital. The
hon. member is aware of that fact and as a
result, the Lotteries Commission is in a
position to do, as its members said they
would, more than it would have been pos-
sible to do before. The hon. member takes
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exception to the Lotteries Commission pro-
viding & sum of money for the purpose of
paying interest and sinking fund on the
amount of £450,000 and in doing so he said
that the Government was making a distine-
tion as between the town and country. He also
added that while he did not want to inter-
fere with the policy of the Government he
would protest as strongly as he could
against action of that kind. I venture to
assert that the aetivities of the Lotteries
Commniission are appreciated in every part
of the State.

Hon. T. Moore: Hear, hear!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think I
am also right in saying that every hospital
in the State has cause to be thankful for
the cstablishment of the Lotteries Commis-
sion. While the Lotteries Commission does
not find interest and sinking fund on money
that might be required for the building of
a hospital or the extension of a hospital
in the eountry, it does nevertheless find a
proportion of the actual cash required; and
as the hon. member has admitted, in many
cases local people are called upon to pro-
vide only a third of the cost.

Hon. G. B. Wood: It is pretty hard to
find that too.

The CHIEF SECRTARY: I can under-
stand that. But the eonditions are consider-
ably improved compared with what they
were before the Lotieries Commission came
into existence.  When the hon. member
raises the ery of town versus country I
ask him to take into consideration the huge
amount of money spent in this eountry¥ in
many other directions. Te has no justifi-
cation for making any comparison what-
ever in regard to the expenditure of money
by the present Government in the couniry
and in the eity.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: You say there is no
agreement hetween the Government and the
Lotteries Commission?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Just a
moment. I claim that ne Government, not
even the Government with which Mr. Bax-
ter was associated, can claim to have the
same record, as has this Government, in
respect of the moneys spent in the country.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You are referring to
expenditure on roads.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, outside
road construction. Hundreds of thousands
of pounds have been spent by the present
Government in the country. Last session 1
submitted a tahle which I feel sure was
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conclusive proof of the statement 1 have
Just made. There was very little eriticism,
if any at all, in regard to it after it had
been presented to the House. Mr. Holmes
asked whether there was an agreement in
existence. There is no agreement, exeept
what I have just informed the House, that
the Lotteries Commission iuntimated to the
Government that if illegal lotterics could be
controlled to a greater extent and the Lot-
teries Control Aet amended, the Commis-
sion would be in a position to provide more
money for charity and wounld be only ioo
pleased to assist the Government to finance
the Perth Hospital. That is the only agrec-
ment in existence.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Did the Premier make
& statement that there was an agreement?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Lot-
teries Commission intimated to the Govern-
ment through the Premier that if certain
things were done the Commission would be
in a position to assist the finances of the
Perth Hospital,

Hon. A. Thomson: What were the cer-
tain conditions?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I bhave
already told the hon. member—if illegal
lotteries could be controlled te s greater
extent than they have been in the past and
if the Act were amended.

Hon, C. F. Bazxter: You have the power
to control illegal lotteries.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course
we have the power.

"I'Ion. C. F. Baxter: Why do not you use
it?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : We are using
it.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Not with regard to
street collections.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Secretary may proceed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 do not
know what street collections have to do with
illegal lotteries.

Hon. T Moore: Nothing at all.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member deseribes street colleetions as illegal
lotteries, I think he will fall foul of some
of his own friends. It seems to me that
more often than not street collections are
for very deserving causes and whether the
street collectors can eateh the passers-by or
not seems to be the only direction in which
a lottery is involved. More often than not
they seem to catch me. If there is anything

The Chief
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insulting or evasive in my giving the aetual
faets of a casc to this Hounse, I am afraid
the hon. member will feel that way on a
number of cceanions. One thing 1 do cn-
deavour to be certain about is that any in-
formation I give in reply to questions, shall
be in accordance with the facts, In this in-
stance the information is in aceordance with
the facts. Were there any papers in the form
of an agreement containing terms or any-
thing of that kind I would be only too
pleased to table them, but I am advised there
are not any such papers. A letter may have
passed between the Treasurer and the Lot-
terics Commission. I understand that the
TUnder Treasurer has had diseussions over a
lengthy period with the Chairman of the
Lotteries Commission, but there are no
papers dealing with the terms of an agree-
ment. Again I wish to say it is a gratifying
circumnstanee that the Commission is in,
a position to do as mmueh as it is
doing for hospitals throughout this State.
If the hon. member wishes to object fo
the Commission’s providing money for
the Perth Hospital, that is a different
matter altogether. He may even object to
the form in which the money is being pro-
vided. T am inclined to think he does so
in view of the fact that he guestions the
reply given to him in regard to the sec-
tion of the Aet under which the Lotteries
Commission has the power to do what it
has done. If T remember rightly, I replied
that the Commission derived its power
from Seetion 2,

Hon. A. Thomson: Can the Chief Seere-
tary tell me what part of Section 2 gives
the Commission that right?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have not
the section hefore me.

Hon. A. Thomson: I will hand it to you.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Section 2,
provides that money raised by the Commis-
sion shall be available for charitable pur-
poses.

Hon. A. Thomson: You said——

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. A. Thomson: You should he able
to quote the seection.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Is not the
power given in Section 27 Whatever the
seetion is, the power is contained in the
Aect, Section 2 is a lengthy one and I do
not propose to read it, It begins—

In this Act the following terms shall have
the following meanings unless inconsistent
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with the context—* *(‘haritable purpose*’
means any purpose which is designed to raise
funds folj all or anx of the following:—{a)
Any'pubhc hosapital in the State as defined in
Section 2 of the Hospitals Aet, 1927 . . ..
That of itself should be sufficient for the
hon. member.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Now read Section 19.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : While I have
ne ohjection to any member asking for in-
fprnmtion—which will be supplied if pos-
sible—T do take strong  execption to the
language used by the hon. member on this
occasion, for there i= nothing evasive and
insulting in the reply T gave,

HON. A, THOMSON (South-East—in
reply) [5.20]: I thought 1 clearly indi-
cated that T appreciated the excellent
work done by the Lotteries Commission
and the assistanee it has rendered to
country hospitals. T also hope I con-
veyed the impression that T was not op-
posed to the Commission’s giving assistance
to the Perth Hospital. In his reply the
Chief Secretary stated that he considered
he had given the fullest information in
reply to my questions. He definitely assured
the House that there is no agreement—
none whatever—between the Lotteries Com-
mission and the Government. Tf that is
correct, the Premicr must have been—

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Misinformed.

Hon. A. THOMSOX: Yes: the Premier
must have been misinformed when he made
cerfain statements on this matter, In view
of what the Chief Sceretary has said, I
fecl compelled to read the whole of the
Premier’s remarks so that they will be
recorded in ‘‘Hansard,”’

The Chief Seeretarv: 1o not misconstrue
my remarks,

Hon. A. THOMSOX : The statement that
appeared in the ‘‘West Australian’’ of
the 26th Scptember, read as follows:—

Perth Hospital.
Financing New Building.
Lotteries Grant of £20,000,

The Premier (Mr, J. . Willeock) an-
nounceld vesterday the receipt of a cheque
for £20,000 from the Lotteries Commission.
He said that this remittance was the first
instalment of the assistance to be rendered
by the commisgsion in financing reconstruction
of the Perth Hogpital,

¢TIt will be remembered,’’ Mr. Willeock
said, ‘‘that when the problem of the hos-
pital was under consideration the Govern-
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ment nppointed a special committee, one mem-
her of whieh was the ehairman of the Lot-
teries Commission (Mr. J. J. Kenneally), to
advise as to what amount was urgently re-
quired for the building ef the hospital, and
as to how the cost shonld be financed. Arising:
out of the discussions the Lotteries Commis-
sion agreed on eertain conditions to provide
interest and sinking fund payments on the
cost of the firat section, whicl was estimated
at £445,000.

‘Tt is proposed to raise the loan money re-
quired for the work from the new Super-
anpuation Board. Preparatory work, prin-
cipally on the foundations of the new build-
ing, has been in operation since Mareh this
vear. [ am advised by the Principal Archi-
tect (Mr. A. E. Clare) that the work on the
construction of the new building will be
going ahead fairly rapidly from now on and
expenditure thig finaneial year should be in
the vicinity of £83,000.

‘“The money received from the Lotteries
Commission is being paid into a special ue-
count at the Treasury entitled ‘Perth Hos-
pital Trust Account.’ The receipt of the
cheque for £20,000 from the commisgion is an
carnest of the desire of the commission to
render the assistance promised some time ago,
and T am indeed grateful to the members of
the eommission for this gesture in making the
money available at this stage.'’

Replving to my question, the Chief Sec-
retary definitely stated there were no con-
ditions, that no arrangement had been made
and no agreement entered into; that there
had been only an oral promise.

The Chief Scerctary: Mr. President, I
wish to make an explanation. I ecannot
allow the hon member to accuse me of mak-
ing a statement I did not make. My state-
ment, if T may repeat it, was that there
are no papers concerning the terms of an
agreement, but that there has been an in-
timation from the Commission that in the
ovent of certain things being done—that
have been done—it would be in a position to
provide money in this way. I do not wish
the hon. memher to misconstree my remarks.

Hon. A. THOMSON: When I asked the
Chief Secretary to make a further explana-
tion and tell us what were the arrangements
entered into—

The Chief Seeretary: You received the ex-
planation.

Hon. A. THOMSON: T did not. Accord-
ing to the Chief Secretary there are no
papers and no conditions have been imposed
or agreed upon. We have been informed
by the Chief Secretary that there is nothing
in writing; that there are no papers or con-
ditions in existence relating to the payment
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of the £20,000. According to the Premier’s
statement the Government has put in hand
the construction of a building on which it
is proposed to expend £95,000 a year, and
the interest and sinking fund are to be paid
by the Lotioriexs Commissiorn. If no agree-
ment exists why did the Premier make that
statement? T am sorry the Chief Secretary
adopted the attitude he did. Of course, if
the Chief Secretary declares there are no
papers in existenee and that the arrange-
ment was oral, T must aecept his word. I
do not say he is not correct; but if what
he has said is true, that is 2 most remark-
able way of financing the affairs of this
State. I repeat that there was a definite
lack of information in his reply, which was
not an answer to the question I asked. That
is the reason I moved this motion.

Hon, T. Moore: Is it usual for the Lot-
teries Connnission to make agreements with
hospitals?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. The Lotteries
Commission definitely lays down eonditions.
The hospitals must provide a certain amount
of monev. That sam must be in hand
before the Commission will advance its third.
That has been my experience, and I think
it has been the experience of every other
member.

Hor. T. Moore: When a particular dis-
triet has vaised its share of the money the
Totteries Commission provides the amount
agreed upon. That is all there is in it,

Hon. A. THOMSON: That is so.

Hon. T, Moore: The same applies to the
Perth Hospital.

The PRESIDEXT: Order!

Hon. A. THOMSON: T would again draw
the attention of the House to the fact that
the l.otteries Comnmission is pledging to one
particular fund an amount equal to a quarter
of its annual income for the last seven vears.
I reiterate that T do not object to the Com-
mission assisting the Perth Hospital, but I
da say there is a vast difference between the
conditions on which it helps the country
hospitals as compared with those upon
whieh it assists hospitnls in the metropolitan

arex. There is not the same equality
of sacrifice or of ecitizenship either.
Recently the Perth Hospital Committee

tendered its resignation hecanse it was
unable to ecarry on with the moner at
its disposal. T suppose we shall have
farther information about that later on.
The Perth Hospital is now a Government

[COUXCIL.]

hospital, managed by a comnittee of pub-
lic officials. In effect, the institution ve-
ceives no outside assistance. As a member
represcnting ecountry interests;, I have done
my duty in bringing forward this matter.
In my provinee are 15 hospitals, and each
has had to contribute half the money al-
lotted to it. This motion cannot be carried
into effeet, even if it is passed, for the
Chief Secretary has definitely stated that
no documents exist, no agreement has heen
made, and that no conditions have to be
complied with. My motion, therefore, goes
by the board. Nevertheless, I maintain that
some agreement or understanding must
exist.

The PRESIDENT: Does the hon, mem-
ber wish me to put the motion?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, Mr. President.

Question put and passed.

BILLINDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE AOQOT
CONTINUANCE.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—WAR FUNDS REGULATION.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 28tk Septem-
ber.

HON. A, THOMSON (South-East)
[5.32]: T have -carefully read the Bill,
which has my hearty support, I am not
altogether i aeccord with the remarks of
Mr. Nicholson, who suggested that the Red
Cross Society should he exempt from the
provisions of this measure. The point raised
by Mr. Fraser is worthy of consideration.
We know that the society has many
branches thrvoughout the State, and that
quite a large number of sub-committees
engages in sewing and in other activities, for
which we honour them. They are also the
means of money being raised, T was at a
certain place on Saturday last and saw
articles being sold on behalf of the society.
I believe in that instance the money raised
will go through the proper channels. We
recall that on the oceasion of the last war
many people in their enthusiasm started
various funds, npon the collection and ex-
penditure of which there was no check. Mr.
Fraser appropriately suggested that the
Government should provide for the ap-
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pointment of officials, under the Chief See-
retary, to issue permits for collections in
each district. Reference was made to this
by Mr. Cornell and Mr. Seddon. Something
should also be done for the family of the
man who enlists and assists in the defence
of his country. Many such men are married,
and by their enlistment will make a great
personal sacrifice. I suggest to the Govern-
ment that a practical way to help these
married men would be to re-establish the
Patriotic Fund referred to by Mr, Macfar-
lane, A certain sum could be allocated to
that purpese by the Govermment, and the
State Lotteries Commission could perhaps
also give a subsidy towards the same ob-
ject, the contributions to which could he
snpplemented by private subscriptions. By
means of such a fund a child endewment
secheme, similar to that in vogue in Com-
monwealth cireles, ecould be brought into
being. Every marrvied man who cnlisted
would then know that his wife and family
would not have to subsist solely on a sol-
dier’s pay. 1 commend the suggestion to
the carnest consideration of the Govern-
ment as & means of assisting married men
who answer the eall, and softening the blow
of personal sacrifice they make. The orig-
inal Patriotic Fund did a great deal to-
wards supplementing the pay of our sol-
diers, and proved of great value during the
last war in assisting their dependants.

On motion by Hon. H. S. W. Parker, de-
bate adjourned,

BILL—PROTFITEERING PREVENTION.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 28th September.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.

Kitson—West—in reply) [5.38]: Jany
suggestions have been made by a major-

ity of the members who have spoken
on the second rcading. I am some-
“what surprised at the reception given

to it by one or two members. Gen-
erally speaking it can be said that all are
agreed upon the necessity for this legisla-
tion. On the other hand, several members
have qualified their support by suggesting
methods somewhat different from those pro-
posed in the Bill. At least one member
said that, whilst he agreed with the prin-
eiple of price-fixing in war time, there was
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no necessity at present for the State to
pass such a measure, secing that the Com-
monwealth Government had initiated legis-
lation of the kind and had already brought
quite a large number of eommodities within
its secope. It must be apparent that
the legislation applying to many commodi-
ties, the price of whieh requires to be con-
trolled in this and other States, is not of
Australia-wide application. 1 ask members,
whether we are to wait until the Common-
wealth Government issues a proclamation
or regulation dealing with paiticular com-
modities hetore we take action?

In reply to a question this afternoon it
was made clear to members that the con-
ferenee of Premiers agreed upon the neces-
sity for the States introducing legislation
of a price-fixing nature as early as possille,
and that such legislation should be eomple-
mentary to that brought down by the Com-
monuweilth Government.  That is the sole
reason for the introduction of the Bill. An
objection has been voiced because the
measure vefers to the 3ist Angust, the
prices ruling on that date having to prevail
until a deecision is given by the price-fixing
anthorities to alter them. More than one
member complained it was not fair to fix
that date. T would reply that if it is fair
for the Commenwealth Government to fix
that date in its legislation, it cannot be
unfair for the State Government to make
a similar arrangement with respeet to ifs
own Bill.

Hon. G. Fraser;: Some traders cannot be
given a month's start compared with others.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A month
has already expived since the 31st August.
The Government is anxions fo have this
legislation put through with the least pos-
sible delay. Mr. Holmes stated that I said
this legislation was aimed at the traders
of this State, and that there was nothing in
the Bill dealing with the workers who werc
called upon to perform work on behalf of
the Government. I did not say, as the hon.
member suggested, that the traders of this
State were profiteering. I acceused no sec-
tion of the people. What I said was that
from past experience we knew that nn-
crapulons people would take advantage or
war conditions, that it was necessary to put
this legislation through as carly as possible,
and that the longer it was delayed the more
difticulty would be created for those traders
who wished to know where they stood. I
suggested that traders themselves were



970

anxious to know whether the Govern-
ment intended 10 do anything, so thai
they could make the necessary pre-
parations to econform to such action.
Hence we have intrednced the Bill now be-
fore members. I hope its passage will not
take long, although a serutiny of the notice
paper, which contains a number of amend-
ments, suggests there is likely to be some
delay. I have not found it possible to ex-
amine the amendments to an extent en-
abling me to gain a full understanding of
their meaning,

Hon. J. Nicholson: I think they are all
helpful.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
suggest they are not helpful,

Hon. T. Moore: Yes, some of them will
be helpful to profiteers’

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is very unfair.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: All I say
is that there is nceessity for the amend-
ments to be examined carvefully. That being
so, I am not in a position to procecd with
consideration of the Bill in Committee this
evening unless it be to deal with the for-
mal clauses and report progress on Clause
4. A ecasual glance at the amendments
suggests that they will make the position
easier for some people. I may be wrong,
but that is how they appeal to me. If we
are to have price-fixing legislation, an Act
is essential that will provide ne loopholes
at all, if that be possible,

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Quite right.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Act
should provide no loopholes whatever to
allow anyene to take advantage of war
eonditions to his own profit. When I make
thai statement, I mean that no one should
be allowed to make profits to an extent
greater thun would be possible for ordinary
trading operations in times of peace. I am
sorry that one or two members took the
point that because a Bill to deal with price-
fixing was introduced last session, and be-
cause the measure under diseussion 1S
somewhat on all fours with the carlier
proposed legislation, there ix necessity
drastically to amend the Bill. T particularly
regret that one member went so far as
to refer sneeringly to the Trades Hall as
the instigator of the Bill. If the Trades
Hall is the instigator of the legislation,
then it is entitled fo be complimented.

I do net

{COUNCIL.)

Hon, G. Fraser: I suppose the Trades
Hall got the Prime Minister to move in the
Commonwealth Parliament.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the insH-
gator of the Bill was the Trades Hall, then
that body is entitled to credit for taking the
initiative,

Hon. J. Nicholson: I did not hear anyone
make that remark while I was in the House.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not re-
ferring to the hon. member. Mr Holmes was
particularly vitriolic in his condemnation of
this legislation, his main reason, I take it
being that in bis opinion the Bill had not
emanated from the Premicrs’ Conference,
but was instignted by the Trades Hall. I
remind the hon. member that the Trades
Hall is representative of a large number of
men who will be ealled upon, if the war
develops, to sacrifice more than the mere
opportunity to make profits. That being so,
the Trades Hall is to be complimented upon
bring very keen to ensure that there shall
be as little delay as possible in passing legis-
lation of this deseription. Mr. Dimmitt
agreed to the necessity for such legislation,
but he was afraid it would break down of
its own weight, He suggested an alternative
that would allow the merchant to fix his
own price and permit the provisions of
Clause 12 to police the Aet, should the Bill
reach the statute-book. 3Mr. Dimmitt’s reason
was that, in his opinion, competition is the
hest leveller of prices.

‘Hon. &, Fraser: It would he easy to get
over that,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr- Dimmitt
ia entitled to his point of view, but T am
afraid that a large proportion of the people
will not agree with him. To make a sugges-
tion sueh as he did might be all right as
affeeting the great majority of traders and
merchants, hut there are uescrapalous people
amongst that section, just as there are in
other seetions of the community. As to the
suggestion that the Bill emanated from the
Premiers’ conference with the Prime Minis-
ter, the eloimn has not been made that the con-
tents of the measure were even discussed af
that conference. [ have already indicated that
the agreement was that the various State
Governments should introduce what legisin-
tion they thought fit in order to deal with the
fixutibn of prices and control of commodi-
ties, or, in other words, the prevention of
profiteering. A Bill ta deal with those par-
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ticular phases mmst necessarily provide ma-
ehinery to give effect to the intention, and
the measure before members contains
nothing to which strong exception can be
taken. Tt certainly provides a method by
which we ean appoint a eommissioner and
for the accomplishment of certain details
to which we desire to give attention. While
differences of opinion may arise regarding
the method suggested, members will admit
that the Bill provides the groundwork for
the accomplishment of that which we set ont
to achieve.

Some members mentioned the diffienlties
that traders are cxperiencing at present.
From their remarks, one would imagine that
the Government was not aware of that posi-
tion, and did not recognise that the price
fixing commissioner, whoever he may be,
would have to sceure mueh information
regarding that phase. The Government has
already decided that, if it is at all possible
—and it will be possible—the services of the
present Deputy Commissioner, who has been
uppointed by the Commonwealth to act in
Western Australia, will be availed of. The
Government will use the same organisation
and employ the same machinery. As a
matter of fact, the State is expected to pro-
vide portion of that wmachinery and some
of the accommodation that will be used by
the Deputy Commissioner. In those ecir-
cumstances, members who have expressed
fears regarding the possibility of dual con-
trol, to which they took strong exception,
can rest assured that the Government is
seeking a procedure whereby the legislation
now under ronsideration ¢an be made opera-
tive with the least possible interference to
the trading community. In other words, we
are looking for the co-operation of traders,
and T believe it will be fortheoming. I
think T am ecorrect when I say that most
of the organisations representative of the
trading community have already expressed
a desire to be helpful, and I have no doubt
that the comunissioner <when appointed,
should the Bill be agreed to, will act as he is
" expected to act under the Commonwealth
legislation. In many instances, he will
doubtless eonsult with the organisations thi
represent the various sections of the trading
community, seeing that those bodies have a
wide knowledge of the ramifications of the
trades, industries and businesses with which
they are connected. Members will be inter-
ested to note that the Commonwealth
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Deputy Commissioner, who has already
attended a conference in the Eastern States,
has supplied the Government with a report
on the conference proceedings. I do not
propose to read the whole of his report, but
a few extracts will be rather illuminating
to at Jeast some memhers of this House.
Here is one paragraph—

It will be impossible to avoid some in-
ereases in the cost of living and some rise in
prices because the war has caused certain in-
ereases in costs over which Amnstralia has no
control, and there are other inereases which
are inevitable under war conditions. The
following factors are among those which
have to be allowed for when adjusting
prices:—

1. Tnereases in sales tax and customs and

excise duties,

2. TInereases in overgeas prices of im-

ported commodities, including mat-
erials and equipment for Australian

industry.
3. Iucreases in costs of exchange.
4. Inercases in shipping freights and war

risk insurance.

9. Inereases in the eosts of production of
commodities formerly imported and
now produced under higher domesti¢
costs.

6. Recovery of cxport prices under Im-

perial purchase schemes with the
British Government or under the in
fluences of greater world demand.

These are some, not necessarily all, of the
points that will have to be taken into con-
sideration. Several of the items cover points
raised by members during the second read-
ing debate. Then again, there is this para-
graph—

The control of prices will inevitably cause
some interference with business. The Gov-
crnment is determined to prevent profiteering,
but every cendeavour will be made to ad-
minister the seheme in such a way as to im-
pose the minimum obstruction /to the legiti-
mate operation of industry aud trade. To

this end the co-operation of the buginess com-
munity will be essential.

That bears out what I said when I moved
the second reading of the Bill, and provides
a partieunlarly good reason why there should
be little delay in finalising the consideration
of the measure. Dealing with the principles
of price-control, we find the following in
the report of the Deputy Commissioner:—

In very many instances it will be possible
to determgne and to speciify, by proelamation
or otherwise, what are fair prices. Tt will be
administratively prneticable in such ecases
to enforce observance of these prices, to
prosecute offenders and secure imposition of
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penalties upon persons who sell in excess of
such prieces.

But in many other instances the proelama-
tion method is ineffective or difficult tfo
apply—

e.g., where quality, content, design and
factors vary rapidly with fashion; or

e.g., where supplies, prices, quality, ete,
vary seasonally.

Many commodities fall within these groups
and in respect of them effective indirect
methods of price eontrol must be found and
applied.

Considerable suecess has been aehieved m
Quecnsland in dealing with these problems
for the past nineteen ycars.

TUnder the administration in that State, the
methods followed in coutrolling prices have
heen—

1. Investigation,

2. negotiation,

3. adjudication and

4, proclamation when desirable ard neces-

sary.

The cxistence of a system of investigation
itself has a deterrent effcet. The method of
negotiation after investigation has been
found very effective in ensuring that prices
approved by the Commissioner or Deputy
Commissioner are ohserved. Supervision en-
sures faithfuol observance of any price
arrangement approved by the Commissionar,
The power to issue a proclamation enables
the Commissioner to ensure that any breach
of agreement is punished by taking price
pelicy out of the hands of the offenders and
exer¢ising direct control himself,

In my opinion, it should be apparent to all
members that if the Bill is passed
and we can secure the services of the De-
puty Commissioner and his staff no ques-
tion of dumal control—in the real sense of
the term—ean arise. The same principles
will apply as apply under the Common-
wealth Act. T cannot see why any objec-
tion shoult be raised to that. An amend-
ment appears on the notiee paper provid-
ing for five commissioners. In my opinion
there iz no neeessity for such a large organ-
isation. We ave hopeful of being able to
deal with any questions that may arise
with little interference in trade and to
deal with them expeditiously, in a2 way ihat
will mret the reqnirements of the situation
and be approved by the people concerned.
With this in view, I feel the House will
not only agree to the second reading, but
will as¢ist me to put the Bill through as
it stands or with but little alteration. I
do nof say that every clause of the Bill
should necessarily be agreed to, or that
there should he no alteration of a word or
ne addition to a partieular clanse. That

[COUNCIL.]

remains {0 be seen when the Bill reacheg
the Commiftee stage. I urge the House,
however, not to delay longer than is ahso-
lutely essential the passing of the Bill, be-
cause not only are traders heing affected at
present, but T believe that in one or two in-
stances advantage is being taken of the fact
that we are at war to raise the prices ot
commodities not covered by the Common-
wealth proclamation. If the Bill be not
passed, the Clovernment’s only alternative
will be to rely entirely on Commonwealth
legislation and this wonld mean the follow-
ing of methods adopted in Tasmania in re-
gard to rents,

Hon. J. Nieholson: Will the Minister
give us some instances of profileering that
have already iaken place?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : T prefer not
to. They shounld be the subject of investi-
gation. T believe, however, there are sume
instanees whieh should be investigated with-
out delay, although T do not desire to aceuse
anybody. No doubt many members conld
mention commodities the yrices of which
have inecreased tremendounsly in the last
week. T do not propose {0 say more on the
subject. T know the House will agree to
the second reading. I regret I cannot take
the Bill very far into the Committee stage
The House will not be sitting to-morrow,
as we shall be adjourning till Thursdav,
but I hope that on Thursday night we shall
be in a position te pass the Bill througa
its remaining stages, so that any amend-
ments made here may be submitted to an-
other place without undue delay. I eouid
say quite a lot about some of the state-
ments made by hon. members, but perhaps
the least said at this moment the hetter.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 4—agreed to.
Progress reported.

BILL—MORTGAGEES’ RIGHTS RE-
STRICTION ACT CONTINUANCE.

Second Reuding.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West) [6.7] in moving the see-
ond reading said: This Bill propeses to
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continue the operation of the Mortgagees’
Rights Restriction Act for a further period
of one year, As members are aware, the
provisions of the principal Act extend
only to mortgages and agreements for sale
coniracted prior to the enactment of this
legislation, and to any mortgages subse-
quently executed which are coliateral
security for moneys secured by other mort-
gages current at the eommencement of the
Act. Briefly, the Act provides that no
mortgagee shall be entitled to enforce his
security unless he obtains an order from
the Supreme Court. The Court will not
grant the mortgagee leave to proceed un-
less it is satisfied, having vegard to the
nature of the security, the conduet of the
mortgagor, the financial cireumstances of
the mortgagor and morigagee, the economic
and financial conditions prevailing gener-
slly and other relevant circumstences, that
it. would be unjust and inequitable .to re-
fuse the application, Similar restrictions
apply in the case of a vendor of land un-
der a contract of sale which, under the
Aect, is decmed to include a lease of land
eontaining either an optional or conditional
purehasing clause. However, where a pur-
chaser under such a contract is, for a
period of twelve months, in arrears with
any paymeni of principal or interest and
has made no payment of any portion of
the amount due during any period of six
months, he must approach the Court and
justify his position if he desires to be
afforded the protection of the Act.

As this brief outline indicates, the Aect
preserves the original rights of vendors
and mortgagees in all cases where they
can show that it would be inequitable for
the Court to withhold the making of an
order for the enforeement of their reme-
dies. It will be realised, T feel sure, that
the Act cannot be allowed to lapse at a
time such as the present. While the pros-
pective improvement in wheat and wool
prices will doubtless afford some relief to
mortgagors and purchasers in the rural
areas, the faet remains that the future is
clouded with uncertainty. So long as these
conditions persist, it would be most inad-
visable to take any action that might tend
to aggravate the instability of the existing
gituation. For that reason, I feel sure the
House will approve the econtinuance of the
Aect for a further term of twelve months,
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although I know that for some years past
some members have desired the repeal of
this legislation. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond tune.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [6.11]:
The iniquitous Act, the Mortgagees’ Rights
Restriction Act, which I have always strenu-
ously opposed, is to he continued for another
year. I know we will agree to it, but never-
theless it will not bave my support. Year
after year some new excuse is brought for-
ward for the continuance of the Act. It is
having a detrimental effect on estates. I
myself am trustee of an estate which has
been wound up, except for one mortgage.
The wmortgagors simply say, “We have no
intention of paying off the mortgage,” and
that js the end of it. In the meantime they
are trying to dispose of the property and
have fixed a substantial reserve on it.

Member: Do they pay their interest?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Of course they do, but
that is no good to the estate, which it is de-
sired should be finally wound up. Had the
Government but made some effort to amend
the Act the position might not be so bad.
Had the Government decided that the Aect
should now apply only to rural lands the
measnre would meet with my approval,
although such an amendment would affeet
my own parficular case.

Hon. J. Nicholson: In my amendment last
year I provided for rural lands.

Hon. L. CRAIG: By the Bill we shall
merely alter the date; that is all we can do.
The Government might have placed upon
the mortgagor the onus of showing cause
why he should not repay the mortgage.

Member: That would be reasonable.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes, and it would huve
my support. It was done in Victoria years
ago. Fach year, however, as I have said,
some excuse is made to continue this lezisla-
tion.

Hon. G. B. Wooed: Do not you think 1s.
2d. a bushel for wheat is sufficient excuse?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Farmers have been
promised 3s. Another point is this: if
people have been in the mire for seven or
eight years, will they be in a hetter position
in another seven or eight years? In the
meantime their properties are depreciating
in value. T recently received a most pathetie
letter from a man who was not being paig
his inferest and who said that necessary re-
pairs were not heing effected to the property.
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I am not sure whether the oceupiers were
pensioners, but if so they could not be dis-
possessed. However, I have been saying
these things year after year. It is fime some
amendment was made. If people are bank-
Tupt, it is better to say they are bankrupt
now, instead of carrying them year after
year. It is no use my saying any more.
The Bill is on a par with the Finaneial
Emergency Act Amendment Bill, another
iniquitons measure. These Bills are the only
survivors of such legislation passed during
the depression. We have had our salaries
restored, as has the rest of the community,
but the mortgagee is not restored to his
original position. I shall oppose the second
reading.

On motion by Hon. G. B. Wood, debate
adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. \WW. H.
Kitson—West) [7.30] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill proposes to con-
tinue the operations of the Financial Emer-
gency Aet for a further period of 12
months. Members are familiar with the
provisions of this legislation which, since
the principal Act was amended in 1935, has
simply stipulated that there shall be a re-
duction of 2214 per cent. in the interest
payable on all mortgages in force before
1931, provided that the interest iz not
thereby reduced below 5 per cent. per an-
num. The Act also contains a provision
that enables a mortgagee to appear before
a commissioner appointed under this
measure and make application that the
mortgagor shall pay the rate stipulated
under the mortgage in lien of the reduced
rate mentioned in the Aet. The commis-
sioner is empowered thereupon to declare
what is a reasonable rate {o be paid having
regard to the circumstances of the mortgagor
and to the financial and economic con-
ditions prevailing in the State. Probably a
number of mortgages executed before the
enactment of the principal legislation have
since been econverted to lower rates of in-
terest. However, in view of the grave un-
certainty of conditions, the Government
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considers it advisable at this juncture to
continue the operation of the Act for an-
other year. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON, H. S. W, PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban} [7.32]: I have opposed Bills of
this kind year after year, but to oppose
it on this oceasion, in the circumstances
now prevailing, is difficult. I shonld like
to point out that this legislation is ereating
considerable hardship. Money is likely to
become very tight, and people who have
money out on mortgage eannot get the rate
of interest agreed upon when the contraets
were made. In order to make ends meet,
they have to borrow, and they might have
to pay for the accommodation & consider-
ably higher rate of interest than that at
which they have lent their own money. I
know of instances of great hardship that

have arisen because mortgagees cannot
call up their mortgages, cannot get
the rate of interest stipulated in the

mortgages, and have to borrow and pay
the current rate of interest, which is higher
than that permitted under this legislation.
Although circumstances are such that we
are being asked to pass a price-fixing Bill
and various other measures of the kind, I
feel inclined to vote against any continu-
anec of this Aet. To offer any strenuous
opposition to the Bill will probably be of
little use, but I shall be consistent in my
attitude so that in future nobody ean say
that I ever approved of this legislation,

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [7.34]: I,
like Mr. Parker, have opposed a continuance
of this legislation for the last two sessions
at any rate, and I oppose it now. The
argument that we are involved in war and
should therefore continue the Act is not a
valid one. This legislation was framed and
passed during the emergency period, and the
fact that we are at war is not sufficieni
reason for re-enacting it. Neither this Act
nor the.Morigagees' Rights Restriction Aect
should be continued in its present form.
Those who are affected by this legislation
have had te earry right up to the present,
and are now heing asked to bear for another
year, all the restrictions imposed upon them
when we were in the middie of the depres-
sion, whereas all other individuals who were
subject to resfrictive legislation at that
time have been relieved of the burden. Arart
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from the burden imposed by tbe Act, mort-
gagees will probably be compelled to bear
an additional burden avising out of the war,
as Mr. Parker has pointed out. My opinion
is that this Act should not be continued,
but if there is need for such legislation, the
law shoul@ he re-cast in the light of present-
day circumstances. To contend that some
people who are paying inierest are going to
be hard hit if the Aect is not eontinued is all
balderdash; the people who are suffering
the greatest bhurt are those to whom interest
is due, To my mind it savours of hypoerisy
to argue that legislation introduced during
the depth of the depression should be carried
forward because we are at war. We should
faee the situation and re-cast this restrictive
legislation in the light of present day con-
ditions. If the second reading is carried to
4 division, T shall vote against the Bill.

HON, G. B. WOOD (East) [7.38]: I
intend to support the Bill.

Hon. J. Comell: Of eourse yon will.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I shall snpport it,
not because we arc at war, but because of
the present day conditions to which M.
Cornell referred. Conditions in the countyry
were never worse than they are at present.
Mr. Cornell said that this legislation should
be re-cast in the light of existing circum.
stances. I venture to say that cireumstances
were never worse. The producers who are
called upon to pay a large amount of in-
terest—and this is one of the greatest bur-
dens on industry—have been receiving as
little as 1s. 3d. a bushel for their wheat and
10d. a lb. for their weol.

Hon. J. Cornell: And all of themn are’buy-
ing motor cars.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Not all.

Hon. J. Cornell: Most of them are.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: If the hon. member
had visited the hackblocks, as I have done
recently, and seen the vehicles some of the
farmers are driving, he wounld not make such
a remark.

"Hon. 4. Comnell: T have been there.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The Bill will cer-

tainly receive my support.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[740]: 1 would have had pleasure in sup-
porting this Bill had it been introduced in
a different form, had its purpose heen ex-
tended to provide for a reduction in the
salaries or remuneration paid to members
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and others, so that there might be some
justification for saddling with a burden, as
we have unjustly done, one section of the
community to the exclusion of all others,
and even ourselves. As a Parliament, we
are setting a bad example to the whole
State in discussing legislation of this kind
without first showing that we ourselves ean
point the way in a fitting and proper man-
ner.  On the contrary, we have presented
to us a Bill that has come before us for
a number of years. The legislation orig-
inally  introduced has gradually been
whittled down until only one sestion re-
mains, namely, that which binds the mort-
gugee.  Is that fair? [u years past in-
stances have been quoted in this Chamber
of hardship inflicted upon many widowed
pervsons and others in distressed cireum-
stanees, Not only has the income of those
people been reduecd to a point which
acareely gives them the wherewithal to live,
or fto live in any degree of comfort, hut,
hecause of other logislation that is allied to
this, thex have been prevented frem taking
steps that arve essential for the protecetion
of securities that are gradually decreasing
in value. The result, in many cases, has
heen sevions loss and distress. If there 1s
any justifieation for this legislation, T ask
the Government to sef the example 1 have
suggested. 1L that were done I would sup-
port the Bill,

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [742]:
Some vears ago, when the depression was
at its height, I was a member of another
place, At that time all agreed that beeause
of the depression a cevtain amount of sae-
rifiece had to be made, and we therefore
passed a nnmber of emergency measures
providing that every section of the com-
munity, ineluding members of Parliament,
should contribute its quota. Gradually the
majority of those Acts has disappeared, but
this measure, dealing with mortgagees’ re-
striction, has remained on the statute-hook.
1'or the last three or four vears a Bill simi-
lar to that now hefore us has heen hronght
down, and I have voted agninst it, As it
was possible to give relief to certain sec-
tions of the community, the seetion now
under rveview should alse he given relief.
1 fear, however, that this particutar legisla-
tion mast he retained on the statute-book.
T would vote for its retention if those Acts
which have been allowed to lapse were ve-
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enacted. Let us all contribute to the sae-
rifice, 0 that it may not fall npon this one
seetion of the community. If the Govern-
ment will re-enact the other emerzency
Jegislation to which I have referred, and
wil) then bring down this particular Bill,
I will vote for it. Failing such a eourse
veing followed, I must vote against this
measure, which deals only with one section
of the community,

HON, W. J. MANN (South-West)
[7.45): For several years we have bean
told, when a Bill similar to this has come
before us, that it was being brought down
probably for the last time. I have ex-
pressed the view that the time for snch a
measure has long passed and, 12 meontha
apo, when speaking to the second reading
of the continuance Bill, T said T would give
it my support for the last time. To be con-
sistent, 1 shall carry out the intention I then
expressed. The present condition does mnot
warrant the passing of this legislation. I
am in agreement with other members who
have said that, if this legislation is found
to be necessary later on, we can deal with
the position as it is then presented to us.
I feel that the situation has endured long
enough, and that certain people have
suffered to such an extent that I canmot
congeientionsly vote for the second reading
of this Bill.

HON. C. T. BAXTER (REast) [7.47]:
In the second year of the depression, Aus-
tralia was faced with a very serious posi-
tion, and the Commonwealth Government
and all the State Governments agreed to
pass cortain legislation to meet it. One of
the most impertant measures was that deal-
ing with the subject matter of the Bill now
before ws. The orginal measure has been
extensively whittled down. When 1 was
Leader of the Hounse in 1931, the Bill con-
sisted of several parts, but some of those
parts have now heen deleted. No member
of the House cap say that it will not be
necessary fo re-enact those partienlar parts,
for we do not know what lies ahead. Now
is not the time to discharge from the statute-
hook financial emergeney legislation; rather
is it a time when we should consider an ex-
tension of that particular poliev. At the
most, Parliament will not be in session for
more than another three months, How are
we to know what will happen in the space
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of a few weeks, at a time when Parliament.
might not he called together? We might be
faced with a position that will lead to great
damage being done. Mr, Wood referred to
the important question of the price of wheat,.
and the unfortunate position in which
farmers found themselves. That alone
renders it necessary to have a measure like
this in foree.

Hon. H. S, W. Parker: It does not affect
farmers.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Mr, Corunell in-
terjected that some farmers bought motor
cars. That is cmite right, for some of
them have been able to do so. [ know
of a farmer who last season paid tax
on an income of £11,000, as against other
farmers who had little or no income. The
present is no time to do away with the Act.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Let as adjourn the
matter. ‘

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: There is not the
slightest justification for saying at this june-
ture that the Act should be allowed to lapse.
To have the measure available is more im-
portant now than it was at any time during
the past four or five years. I hope the
House in its wisdom will agree to leave the
Act on the statute-book. I support the
second reading.

On motion by the Honorary Minister,
debate adjourned.

BILL—TOODYAY CEMETERIES.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
E. H. Gray—Wert) [7.52] in moving the
segond reading said: The purpose of this
short Bill is to permit of the establizhment
of a public cemetery at Toodyay. The
lands ot present used for burial purposes
are held by the Chureh of Engiund and
the Roman Catholic Church. The local road
board, however, desires to provide a publie
ceetery and has already acquired lots 77
to 81 for this purpose, To¢ ¢nable the
road bonrd te earry out its scheme, the
Choreh of England and Foman Catholie
Church have agroed to surrender lot< 76
and 143 and lots 142 and 75, respectively,
for inelnsion in the proposed cemectery,
which will alse take in a portion of Quin-
lan-street no longer required for road pur-
poses. The Bill provides for the closure of
this partieular section of the strect, and the
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revesting of the land in the Crown. It is
also necessary to provide for the determin-
ation of all rights or trusts in the lands
held by the board and the churches. These
lands are deseribed in the Second Schedule,
and under the provisions of Clause 3 they
are vevested in His Majesty as Crown
land under the Land Act. The remaining
provisions of the Bill relate to the dediea-
tion of the lands as a reserve for a public
cemetery under the Cemeieries Act; for
the appointment of trustees; and the ledg-
ing of records at the Titles Office. I lay on
the Table a plan relating to the measure.
I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [754]: I
support the Bill. Some little time ago a
similar messure was infroduced relating to
the York cemetery. Exactly similar con-
ditions prevailed at York as in this case,
except that at York the cemetery was taken
from the church people and vested in the
York Municipal Council. When the York
Road Board wanted a cemetery, separate
provision had to be made, I observe that
this Bill provides for the vesting of =&
cemetery in the road board or any other
public body.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee withont
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—RAILWAY LEVEL CROSSINGS.
Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West} [7.58] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill seeks to establish a
board which will be empowered to direct the
closure of unnecessary level crossings over
railways. In these days of fast moving
traffic, all railway crossings are more or less
dangerous; and it is therefore desirable fo
eliminate all those that are not really neces-
sary. There are over 50 level crossings in
the metropolitan area alore. Some of these
are very little nsed, and could be closed with-
ont any inconvenienee to the public, as other
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erossings are provided within reasonable
distance. About four years ago a confer-
ence representative of metropolitan loeal
governing bodies and interested government
departments was convened to consider the
level erossing question in general. At this
conference a committee was formed to con-
sider, inter alia, the possibility of clesing
certain of the crossings in the metropolitan
area, After inspecting all the erossings con-
cerned, the committee drew up a list of those
that it considered should be closed. The
local authorities in whose districts these
crossings were located were then approached
in an endeavour to obiain approval for the
proposed closures. It soon became apparent,
however, that the individual local governing
bodies were unwilling to bear the responsi-
bility of closing crossings in their own dis-
triets; for in each ease approval was refused.

Further overtures were then made to the
local aunthorities, and these having proved
abortive, a Bill was introduced into Parha-
ment in 1938 for the purpose of amending
the Public Works Act in order to provide
for the establishment of a Railway Crossings
Closure Board. That Bill was defeated
mainly becanse the proposed beard would
have contained a preponderance of Govern-
ment officials. During the recess, further
negotiations were carried out with the Loeal
Government Association, and that body has
now agreed to the proposal set out in this
measure which provides for the appointment
of a board consisting of a representa-
tive of the Commissioner of Railways;
a representative of the loeal aunthority in
whose distriet is situated any crossing to be
reviewed, and an independent chairman
agreed upon by the Local Government Asso-
ciation and the Commissioner of Railways.
Where, however, an application befors the
board relates fo a crossing outside the metro-
politan area, the chairman shall he the resi-
dent or stipendiary magistrate of the dis-
trict, The board will be required to consider
applications by the Commissioner for the
permanent closure of level crossings. When
it has taken evidence and satisfied itself that
it is in the public interest to close a erossing,
the board may make an order to that effect.
Such an order, as from the date of its
publication in the “Government Gazette,”
will be binding upon all persons, anthorities
and courts. Similarly, the board is em-
powered to consider applieations by local
anthorities and other persons for the rescis-
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sion of any order previously made, and to
make, where necessary, forther orders
rescinding previous determinations. The
remuneration and expenses of the board will
be borne by the Commissioner of Railways.
Applications under the Aet will probably not
be numerons, and we are providing that the
members te constitute the board shall be
nominated only as, and when, the board is
required to function and the members of that
body shall hold office only uniil they have
finally dealt with the application which they
have been constituted to consider. That pro-
vides a short explanation of the Bill. When
a somewhat similar measure was before this
Chamber last session, a keen debate ensued
and I anticipate, in view of the improved
provisions in the Bill now before members,
that the House will pass it without amend-
ment, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hoen. A. Thomsen, debate
adjourned.

BILL-—GDVERN'MENT RAILWAYS AGT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 20th September.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[82]: The Bill is one we may rcasonably
support. Under the parent Aet the Com-
missioner of Railways is permitted to lease
railway property for a period of seven
years. I do not know why the cxtension of
the leasing period to 21 vears is regarded
as neeessary beeause there is nothing to
prevent leases from heing renewed after
the seven-year period has elapsed. 1 pre-
sume the explanation is to be found in the
remarks of the Chief Seerctary when he
said the Government was desirous of assist-
ing industry. Possibly the provision for the
extended leasing period may cnable en-
couragement to be extended to anvone de-
sirous of establishing a factory. 1 have
made inquiries in my electorate where the
department has leased properties and has
ascertained that no injury has resulted to
the local authorities who, on the other hand,
are able to collect rates from lessees, Oh-
viously the granting of the extended period
of leases will not be detrimental to loeal
authoritics in whose territory railway pro-
perty will he leased. I am also in accord
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with the proposal to give the Commissioner
control over lighting.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is very desir-
able and important.

Hon. A. THOMSBON: Yes, particularly
in these days when Neon signs are made
use of to sueh an extent. In some instances
they bave been proved to be dangerous to
the safety of the travelling public. T sup-
port the second reading of the Bill,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seeond time.

In Committee,
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—MARKETING OF EGGS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

HON. G. B, WOOD (East) [813] in
movintg the second rending said: The Bill is
short and seeks to amend the Marketing of
Yggs Act passed by Parhiament last ses-
sion. Members may wonder why the ncees-
sity arises for such an early amendment to
the Act. Last year the Counecil passed the
Bill almest as presented but the measme
was drastically amended 1n another place.
Owing fo the hour at which this House was
asked to consider the Assembly’s amend-
ments—it was about 2.30 a.m. on the last
day of the session—T did not feel dispased
to contest the amemndments made in another
place for fear of losing the Bill altogether.
Hence my reason for now submitfing the
amendments embodied in the Bill. Owing to
the rush of husiness, certain eross refer-
ences and other errors were made in
the Bill which practically rendered it use-
less. Some of the amendments included
in the Bill scek to put those matters right.
There are other amendments also, but T feel
snre Parliament witl not object to those to
which I have Just referred, becanse they
merely rvectify obvious mistakes. I am pre-
pared to accept—but not on the same con-
ditions—one amendment which was made
1ast session and which proved to be a verit-
able bone of contention. That amendment
relates to the pol}, and provides that a ma;jor-
ity of three-fifths of the producers voting is
necessary to bring the hoard into existence.
In my opinion, it is a most undemocratic
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principle that there should be a majority of
three-fifths of the electors.

Hon. G. Fraser: Of the electors or voters?

Hon. Gi. B. WOOD: The voters are the
electors in this case.

Hon. G, Fraser: There is a distinetion.

Hon. G. B. WOOD : The amendment pro-
vides that the majority must be three-fifths
of the producers who vote. The producers
contend that a simple majority should suf-
fice. A sitting member of Parliament is
not liable to be displaced by such a majority;
and that is the position in other clections.
Y do not know why a majority of three-fifbhs
was fixed.

Hon. G. Fraser: 1t would be bad luck if a
three-fifths majority applied to the Legisla-
tive Council. We would not have many metn-
bers,

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The producers are
fair in their contention, because they desire
that the amendment to which I have referred
should apply to a later provision of the Act
dealing with the dissolotion of the board.
If it is fair in the one case it is also fair in
the other. It was intended that the owner
of 75 head of poultry should have a voie.
The producers do not consider that alto-
gether fair, because a person owning 75
head of pouitry is not in the true sense a
commereial poultry farmer. Many people
bhave 75 head of poultry in their back yards,
and those people cannot be termed commer-
cial poultry farmers.

Hon. W, J. Mann: And perhaps they
have the ponltry there for only a few
weeks,

Hon. G. B, WOOD: That is so.

Hon. J. Nicholson: What about an old
lady keeping a hoarding house?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: She is not interested
in the commercial marketing of eggs.

Member: She is interested when she has
to pay for them.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I think 250 head of
poultry is little cnough. Most ecommereial
poualtry farmers have 500 to 2,000 or 3,000.
At all events, it seems quite reasonable that
a person owning 250 head of poultry
should be entitled to a vote. In regard to
the people who are to be brought under the
eontrol of the board, we desire to include
persons owning 25 head of poultry. While
at first sight this may not appear altogether
equitable, T point out there are thousands
of people in the State owning 25 head of
pouliry, and if not brought under the con-
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trol of the board, they collectively could
undo any good the board might do.

Hon, W. J. Mann: Twenty-five head of
poultry only provides sufficient for a
tamily’s own use,

Hon. G. B. WQOD: Not necessarily. 1
know persons owning 23 head of poultry
who sell their eggs to the local store.

Hon. J. Cornell: But they might be all
coekerels,

Hon, G. B. WOOT}: Had the hon. member
read the Aet, he would know that it does
not apply to cockerels, The Act apphes to
female pouliry, When I speak of poultry
I wizh members to understand that I mean
female poultry. 1 venture to say that in
view of the present crisis in our primary
industries it is a great pity there is no
board in existence. I notice that in one of
the Lastern States where a board was
formed to control the sale of eggs to the
Imperial Government, the chairman ias
selected from one hoard and two members
from another board. Our Aet provides for
a board, but owing to the unfair con-
ditions governing the poll no board
has been brought into existence, There is a
kind of veluatary commitfee. That com-
mittee finds it s being overridden by pro-
ducers who do nat desire to enter into the
voluntary scheme. Those producers are not
standing up to their obligations to pay the
stabilisation levy of 114d. Many people de-
plore the fact that a board is not in existence,
Had another place not so drastically amended
the Bill passed last session, a board would be
in existenee to-day, muech to the benefit of
the people concerncd. Parliament has ac-
cepted the fact that a statutory board is
desired; there is no guestion about that.
Both Houses are agreed on that point. The
diffieulty is that the provision regarding the
poll has prevented the bringing into exist-
ence of the board. The producers desire
that there should be a majority of pro-
ducers on the board. Another place de-
cided against them. By this Bill it is hoped
to give the producers majority represenfa-
tion. The board desired is fo consist of
three producers and two representatives ap-
pointed by the Government, Mr. Baxter
made a very sensible suggestion last ses-
sion. He said that one of the Government
nominees should be a man well versed in
the export trade, and I entirely agrce. From
consultations I have had with the organised
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poultry producers I find they foo are in
agreement with the suggestion.

Hon, J. M. Macfarlane interjected.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The hon. member is
raking up the decision of the Faull Court in
Victoria, but that decision will be very
quickly aliered by legislation. An amend-
ing Bill is being introduced. Some technieal
point was raised in conunection with the
Queensland Aet.  Advantage was taken of
that point; but, as I bave said, legislation
is being introdueced ito overcome the diffi-
eulty. T submit the Bill in the reasonable
hope that it will be passed. The conten-
tions part is that relating fo the poll for
the board, and this the producers are pre-
pared to aceept. Should members consider
other amendments desirable and necessary,
they will meet with my approval. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—ROYAL SHOW.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.

Kitson—West) [8.19]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Thursday, the 5th October.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 8.19 p.m.

e —————T—
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

BILL--ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by My. Marshall and read a
first time.

BILL—TRAMWAYS PURCHASE ACT
AMENDMENT,

Message.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill.

BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS).

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Second Reading,

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willcock—
Gleraldton) [4.36] in moving the seeond
reading said: This is the usual annnal Bill
that fixes the rates of land tax and income
tax for the current financial year. The rates
are the same as those levied last year and
for several years past, except that the rebate
of 20 per cent. on income tax that has been
allowed for some years has been reduced to
10 per cent. The necessity for this redue-
tion in the rebate was fully explained to the
House when 1 introduced the Budget on
Thursday last. The Government eonsiders
that this is the fairest and most equitable



